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BULGARIA UNDER THE TURKS.

r r 398-1878.)

THE Turkish supremacy in Bulgaria, which lasted
from the end of the fourteenth century clo\vn to our
own time, is the gloomiest epoch in the national
annals. One after the other every Christian state in
the Balkan Peninsula, with the sole exception of
Montenegro, fell beneath the power of the Ottoman
invaders, whose armies reached the gates of Vienna.
Freedom vanished, literature languished, and even
the memories of Bulgaria's glorious past under Czars
of her own were obliterated as far as possible by her
Turkish masters. The very character of her once
warlike sons changed under the stead}' influence of
an alien domination. Without intellectual or practi-
cal leaders, the Bulgarian people bowed clown for
nearly five centuries beneath the yoke of the Sultans.
At last there came a time when Western Europe had
almost forgotten the existence of a nation which had
once taken a prominent rank among the great Powers.

The  conquerors  lost  no  time  in   organising   the